
To whom it may concern: 

Re: Professor Pau Amaro-Seoane 

During my time as a Director at the Max Planck Institute for Gravitational Physics (Albert Einstein 
Institute) in Potsdam, Germany, Professor Amaro-Seoane worked for 12 years in my Division of 
Astrophysical Relativity. I hired him after establishing within my Division two major research groups, one 
in numerical relativity and one in gravitational wave data analysis. I hired Professor Amaro to provide 
both groups with synergy to the wider field of astrophysics. I encouraged him to support his work by 
seeking funding outside the Institute, since I had already made long-term commitments of most of the 
resources of my Division to the first two groups. 

Professor Amaro impressed me greatly when he secured a significant funding award from the Deutsche 
Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG), amounting to EUR 800,000 over a period of six years. This was 
exceptional because, normally, DFG prefers to direct its funding towards universities rather than 
dedicated research institutes like those of the Max Planck Society, which are already supported by 
substantial baseline budgets. While junior scientists, as Professor Amaro then was, were eligible for DFG 
funding, the competition was strong and such grants were unusual. That Professor Amaro succeeded in 
obtaining this grant is a testament to the exceptional quality and originality of his research proposal. I 
felt it spoke well to the innovative potential of his scientific vision. 

I want to stress that the success rate for DFG grants of the size that Professor Amaro won, awarded to 
junior scientists in Institutes like ours, was very low. To put this into a more familiar context, I would 
judge that achieving this funding was at least on par with securing a Starting Grant, if not a Consolidator 
Grant, from the European Research Council. His success demonstrated to me that he was held in high 
regard by the international peer-review system of the DFG. 

Given this impressive success, I decided to form a new research group in Astrophysics under Professor 
Amaro’s leadership. The focus of his DFG-funded research was of course closely aligned with our 
institute's broader mission in advancing our understanding of gravitational physics and astrophysics. 
Professor Amaro led this group for the duration of the DFG funding period, not only performing high-
quality research himself with his group members, but also contributing materially to the work of the 
whole Division by organising meetings and creating internet resources. His energetic leadership 
contributed significantly, in my opinion, to the Institute’s international reputation in the field. 

Sincerely 

 

Bernard Schutz FRS FLSW MembNAS 
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To

Dr. Pau Amaro Seoane

Institut de Ciències de l'Espai

Carrer de Can Magrans s/n, 08193

Cerdanyola del Vallès

Barcelona

Jena, 19.12.2019

To whom it may concern:

This statement I am writing as the former lead-PI of the large research collaboration SFB/TR 7 in 

Germany from 2005–2014.

I hereby certify that Dr. Pau Amaro Seoane has been a Principal Investigator for one of our 

projects in Gravitational Wave Astronomy. Dr. Amaro was PI (together with L. Rezzolla) for the 

grant proposal for Project B10, which he authored and submitted in the framework of the 

Collaborative Research Centre SFB/TR 7 of the German Research Foundation (DFG):

" „Electromagnetic Counterpartsto Supermassive Black Hole Mergers“

01.01.2011 – 31.12.2014

Total of 244200 Euro over the full four years.

Funded two postdocs and one PhD student:

    Dr. Daniela Alic, Dr. Xian Chen, and Patrick Brem

All three worked directly with Dr. Amaro.

Sincere regards,

Bernd Brügmann

Theoretisch-Physikalisches Institut

Prof. Dr. Bernd Brügmann
Chair, Gravitation Theory
Director, Theoretical Physics Institute
Max Wien Platz 1
D-07743 Jena
Germany

Phone: +49 3641 9-47120
Fax: +49 3641 9-47132
E-Mail: bernd.bruegmann@uni-jena.de
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Kavli Institute for Astronomy and Astrophysics 
                        Peking University 
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Institute of Space Sciences
National Spanish Research Council (CSIC) &
Institute of Space Studies of Catalonia (IEEC)
Campus UAB
Carrer de Can Magrans s/n,
08193 Cerdanyola del Vallès (Barcelona), Spain

Dr. Carlos F. Sopuerta
Phone: ++ 34 93 737 9788 (ext. 430338)
Mobile: ++ 34 644 004636
Fax: ++ 34 93 581 4363
E-mail: carlos.f.sopuerta@csic.es

Bellaterra (Barcelona), May 15th, 2025

To whom it may concern,

I declare that Dr. Pau Amaro Seoane, with DNI 22573146A, has been part of the ”Equipo
de Investigación” of the funded research project of the ”Programa estatal de fomento de la inves-
tigación cientı́fica y técnica de excelencia, subprograma estatal de generación de conocimiento,
en el marco del plan estatal de investigación cientı́fica y técnica y de innovación 2013-2016”, of
which I was the Principal Investigator. The reference of the project is ESP2017-90084-P and the
title “Spanish Contribution to LISA, ESA’s L3 mission” (Contribución Española a LISA, la misión
L3 de la ESA). This project received the quantity of 302,000.00 Euros (direct costs) and 1 PhD
Fellowship of the FPI program. The project run from January 1st, 2018 to December 31st, 2019
(with an extension up to December 31st, 2020). Dr. Amaro-Seoane contributed to the projects
goals: (O3) Theoretical studies for the ESA-L3 Gravitational Wave mission and (O4) Outreach for
LISA Pathfinder, LISA, and Gravitational Wave Astronomy.

Sincerely,

Dr. Carlos F. Sopuerta
Scientific Researcher (Investigador Cientı́fico) at
the Institute of Space Sciences (ICE, CSIC)




